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Performance Harness Eases Heavy Hauling

Las Vegas, Nevada—Carrying heavy camera equipment is an underrated job hazard for photographers, especially when the right image can’t be shot in a studio or beside a parking lot. To ease that burden, Clik Elite introduced the Pro Elite pack at the PMA Show in Las Vegas, the first full-size camera pack for adventure photographers, featuring performance ergonomics and outdoor styling.

“We’re making it more comfortable for the photographer,” says Clik Elite president and lead designer Bryce Thatcher. Because no two bodies are alike, the Pro Elite uses a bidirectional compression waist belt which adapts to different shapes of hips. At the shoulders, users can customize the advanced harness to fit their torso using the proprietary LadderFit system. “Adjusting from a shorter to a longer torso makes sure your straps are hitting you at the right place across your shoulders and across your chest.”

On location, the Pro Elite zips wide open to reveal a 2,500 cubic inch camera bay, which users can adapt to suit their own workflow. Vertical walls and Clik Elite’s own Cradle Dividers fit the fully padded, Velcro-lined workspace. Built with EVA memory foam and laminated with a microfiber Lycra-based fabric—like lens-cleaning cloth—the Cradle Dividers flex into concave shapes to snuggle round lens surfaces. “You may be jumping off something or hiking rough terrain,” Thatcher says. “But your gear is going to be more stable inside.”

Instead of making incremental improvements on existing camera bags, Thatcher started afresh with a paradigm inspired by 30 years building outdoor adventure packs. “Our testing ground is a month-long expedition to Everest, two months skiing to Antarctica, or a 150-mile marathon in the Sahara desert,” says Thatcher, who still leads product design at Nathan, the top maker of hydration packs for specialty runners. “We use advanced materials and design the products to be worn for extended periods of time in comfort. Every little thing that can cause a nuisance, we try to take care of so the athlete doesn’t have to worry about it. Now we’re doing the same thing for photographers.”

Like all Clik Elite products, the Pro Elite can be purchased at REI.com and some REI stores. Based in St. George, Utah, Clik Elite is the first company to build outdoor performance packs for adventure photographers. Design economy and technical engineering keep users comfortable under heavy loads. Ruggedized construction, featuring ballistic fabric, high-tenacity nylon, and soft internal surfaces, protects delicate camera gear under intense circumstances.
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COMPANY OVERVIEW:

Clik Elite makes performance packs for adventure photographers—sleek camera packs engineered to fit bodies in motion. Intuitive navigation lets you focus on the shot. Ruggedized construction protects your delicate gear when adventure turns intense. You shoot where the action is. Clik Elite gets you there in style.
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